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Anacreon, Petrarcb, and Aulus Gellius, a range of reading
which must have entirely excluded Coke upon Lyttelton.
West's last letter is dated May 11,1742, and is very cheer-
fully written, but closes with words that afterwards took a
solemn meaning: " Yale, et vive paulisper cum vivis." On
the 27th of the same month Gray wrote a very long letter
to West, in which he shows no consciousness whatever of
his friend's desperate condition. This epistle contains an
interesting reference to his own health:

"Mine, you are to know, is a white melancholy, or rather leuco-
choly, for the most part; which, though it seldom laughs or dances,
nor ever amounts to what one calls joy or pleasure, yet is a good,
easy sort of a state, and $a ne laisse que de hammer. The only fault
is its vapidity, which is apt now and then, to give a sort of ennui,
which makes one form certain little wishes that signify nothing. But
there is another sort, black indeed, which I have now and then felt,
that has somewhat in it like Tertullian's rule of faith, Credo quia
impombtte est; for it "believes, nay, is sure of everything that is un-
likely, so it he but frightful; and on the other hand excludes and
shuts its eyes to the most possible hopes, and everything that is
pleasurable. From this the Lord deliver us! for none hut He and
sunshiny weather can do it."

Grimly enough, whilst he was thus analyzing his feelings,
his friend lay at the point of death. Five days after this
letter was written West breathed his last, on the 1st of
June, 1742, in the twenty-sixth year of his age, and was
buried in the chancel of Hatfield church.

Probably on the same day that West died Gray went
down into Buckinghamshire, to visit his uncle and aunt
Kogers at Stoke-Pogis, a village which his name has im-
mortalized, and of which It may now be convenient to
say a few words. The manor of Stoke Pogis or Poges
Is first mentioned in a deed of 1291, and passed through
the hands of a variety of eminent personages down to theing n full Iwlf -Itinir, hut
